
Zep 2:3:, 12-13
In your midst I will leave a humble and and lowly people

1st Corinthians 26-31
As scripture says:If anyone wants to to boast, let  hhim boast about the Lord

St. Matthew 5:1-25:How happy are the poor in spirit.
.

29th January 2023
4th Sunday of OrdinaryTime

Today we listen to Jesus’ most famous sermon; a list of promises to the poor, the meek and the merciful
that we now call ‘The Beatitudes’. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven,”
promises Jesus, “Blessed are the meek, blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteous-
ness.” Is Jesus telling us we can only be blessed if we make ourselves poor? Is he telling us to sit back
meekly and let others walk all over us? Is Jesus encouraging us to go out and actively invite persecution
and insult

It’s difficult to embrace Jesus’ values because we have been brought up to value everything that Jesus
does not. From an early age we have been taught to work hard at school so that we will get a good job
and earn lots of money. We are scolded for not speaking up for ourselves and applauded for pushing
ourselves forward. Our culture is all about winning, prestige and material success.

The challenge we find in the Beatitudes is to work contrary to our human instincts in order to find true
happiness and fulfilment. Our instincts are to amass wealth, earn fame, and bask in our perceived
self-importance. It is often our cowardly instinct to turn a blind eye to injustice or to fail to stand up for
what we believe because we are afraid of ridicule. It is the instinct of governments to engage in conflict
in the pursuit of material gain and power.

In his sermon, Jesus was not suggesting we live in dire poverty or become human doormats for the sake
of it. Rather Jesus is asking us to look again at our values. We are asked to look at the things that we think
will bring happiness. Jesus challenges us to think again.

Presentation of the Lord

February 2nd

Simeon had waited all his life to see Jesus. The Holy Spirit had promised him that he would live long
enough. When Mary and Joseph presented the baby at the temple, Simeon said, "Now, Lord, you have
kept your promise, and you may let your servant go in peace. With my own eyes I have seen your
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples."
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We pray for the Sick, especially the sick of the parish Ryan Troop; JC;
Catherine Thompson;  Maureen Beardsworth; Thomas Hlligan.
Our prayers and sympathies go to the family Barbara Belcher  who died last Tuesday and will be buried
Monday week February 6th 1.pm. May she rest in peace
Today, we are pleased to welcome ‘The  Missionaries of Africa’ also known as The Whit Fathers. They are an
international  team which has a real relationship with Africa, no matter in what part.
Presentation of the Lord February 2nd Simeon had waited all his life to see Jesus. The Holy Spirit had promised
him that he would live long enough. When Mary and Joseph presented the baby at the temple, Simeon said,
"Now, Lord, you have kept your promise, and you may let your servant go in peace. With my own eyes I have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples."Seeing Jesus satisfied Simon's life. We
are prompted to ask what would satisfy us in our lives. Are the goals we set worth a lifetime of wanting, as
Simeon's was? The Feast of Purification is called 'Candlemas' because traditionally this is the day on which the
year's supply of candles for the church is blessed. By the fifth century we were lighting candles on this day to
symbolize that Jesus Christ was the light, the truth and the way. World Day for Consecrated Life
In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and men in consecrated life. This celebration
is attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd. This Feast is also known as Candlemas
Day; the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of the world. So too, those in
consecrated life are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. Please pray for all those who have
made commitments in the consecrated life.
Care For Our Common Planet

Support the Woodland Trust UK Spring Raffle Start the new year by playing the Woodland Trust’s raffle and be
in with the chance of winning some very generous prizes. Every £2 ticket you buy directly helps the Trust plant
more trees, save woods under threat and restore damaged woodland so the wildlife that depends on it has a
future. Five tickets can plant four new trees.

The closing date is 3rd March 2023

For rules and eligibility and to play online visit www.woodlandtrust.raffleentry.org.uk

“We are each gifted in a unique and important way. It is our privilege and our adventure to discover our own
special light.” Evelyn Dunba

0771 942 7926 (0nly for emergency use)

Email: stmary.euxton@rcaol.org.uk
Confssions at your request

God is therefor you
Just as sumer follows winter

Joy will follow pain
Though now y0u may not ,

The sun will again.
And in your darkest hour

Turn to him in prayer
Remember God is there,

The Lord will never leave you.
When you are sad and lonely,

Or lost a loved one dear.
In your sorrow come to him,

His arms are open wide
With love He will enfold you,

and stay by your side.

Mass Intentions for w/c Sunday January 29  2023

8.30.am. 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Syd and Nellie Gerard

1o.3o: Parishoners
Mon: Weekday in Ordinary time

9.30.am: Sam,Catherin & thony Worthington
Tuesday StSt. John Bosco
1030.am: Requiem - Desmond Gormand

Wed: Holy Souls
9.30.am: Peace in theWorld

Thurs: StThe Presentation of the Lord
930.am: JC

Friday: Weekday in Ordinary time
0.07.pm: David Nightingale

Sunday. 5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
8.30.am. Parishoners

10.30.am. John & Mary Fishwick


