The Parish of St Mary & St Catherine

St. Mary’s, Wigan Road, Euxton. PR7 6JW. Parish Office: 01257 262665. E-mail: stmary.euxton@rcaol.org.uk
Fr Simon Henry ECLJ GOMLJ BA(Hons) MA

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

*Come to me all you who lahaliss

St Mary's
Fourteenth Sunday of Year A. 5th July 8.30am Paul & Irean Walmsley

10.30am Pro Populorum. (People of the Parish)
Monday 6th July: St Maria Goretti 9.30am Joseph Loughlin, BR
Tuesday 7th July: Feria 9.30am Mavis O’Hara, LD
Wed 8th July: Feria 9.30am Frances Lyon, LD
Thurs 9th July: Feria lam Funeral Service for Barbara Routledge
Friday 10th July: Feria 7pm NOVENA & BENEDICTION

Confessions following

Saturday 11th July: St Benedict 1lam Baptism of Pia Tavener
Fifteenth Sunday of Year A. 12th July 8.30am Vincent McDonald

10.30am Pro Populorum. (People of the Parish)

THANK YOU for your Offerings each week.
Retiring Collection TODAY for our Parish St Vincent de Paul Society.
100 Club: . Please collect your winnings from the sacristy.
Fr Simon’s blog is at offerimus tibi domine (where you will also find the Mass times each week)
SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVE: New appointment pending.
MISSAL PAGES for today: Page 738.
Unchanging parts of the Mass in the pink pages. Prayers before Mass, Pg 510. Prayers after Mass, Pg 731.




“SHOUT ALOUD, O DAUGHTER OF JERUSALEM.” A4n article by retired Archbishop of Brisbane, Mark Coleridge .
We often hear Jerusalem referred to in the Scriptures almost as a person, and in the prayers at Mass as a symbol of the
Church. There is a rich understanding behind all this that can enhance our appreciation of the Scriptures and the liturgy.
Jerusalem has been more than just a place. Jerusalem has become an idea. And if I might talk the language of poetry, and
hence imagination, Jerusalem has also become a metaphor, a symbol. Jerusalem in theology and in imagination.

It never hurts you to hear a little bit of Latin and there is a saying that goes: “Lettera gesta docet, quid credas allegoria,
Moralia quid agas, quo tendas, anagogia.” It means: The literal tells you what happened. The allegorical sense tells you
what to believe. The moral sense tells you what to do. And a spiritual sense that looks to where you’re heading, ultimately,
to eternity. These four understandings apply to “Jerusalem”.

At Mass with the lectionary, you often find a connection between the first reading from the Old Testament and the Gospel.
That there is a kind of a symbolic connection. So the past is a foreshadowing of a greater fullness still to come. So similar-
ly, Jerusalem in time and place is a foreshadowing of a greater fullness that is still to come. Jerusalem is seen as applying
to the Church. In other words, the Church becomes the kind of New Jerusalem. So here we see that fulfillment of some-
thing in the past. The city of Jerusalem, the place where God chooses to dwell, and which God chooses to protect, in fact
becomes, is fulfilled, in the community of the Church. This is Christianity’s way of claiming the Old Testament. This was
a big question in early Christianity. How should we read the Old Testament? How can we make that our own, or should
we reject it out of hand? Because there were people in early Christianity who said, no, you don’t read the Old Testament,
that’s another world. And the God of the Old Testament is a terrible, vengeful God. We want only the New Testament, the
God of grace and peace and love. Christianity eventually rejects that and says what we call the Old Testament, the Hebrew
Bible, is as much our Bible as is the Jewish Bible. But that required a particular way of reading the Old Testament, to see
it as a promise in search of a fulfillment. And the understanding to which Christianity comes, is that the Old Testament is
fulfilled in Jesus and in the Church, which is eventually understood, in fact very early, understood as the body of Christ.
That’s an extraordinary way of understanding the Church, the body of Christ

So, in other words, the glory of God is not tied to a place, it is tied to a people. And again, the body of Christ was that
body that hung on the cross and which was pierced by a lance or a spear, and from which there flowed forth that blood and
water, the river turning death to life. So, the new temple, in fact, is this community called the Church. That’s the fulfill-
ment. But this is a long way from an understanding of Jerusalem, just as a city in time and place.

If you’re looking for the temple, don’t go looking in the city of Jerusalem and seek to rebuild the temple that has been de-
stroyed. The new temple is the body of Christ. And where is the body of Christ encountered? In this community of those
who put their faith in Christ. They become the new temple, the new Jerusalem. To which all God’s promises to Jerusalem
apply, that God will protect His own.

So, the Church becomes the place where God dwells, the place that is chosen by God. That is certainly wounded as Jerusa-
lem was again and again and again. Wounded, but holy. The Church is wounded, yes, but holy, separated. Called out of
darkness into light, the New Testament says. In order, not just for its own sake, to become some kind of glee club. But so
that through the Church, out into the world, the desert of the world, can flow this extraordinary blessing that turns death to
life. So that’s what it means to call the Church Jerusalem, wounded, yes, in all kinds of ways. But holy, chosen by God,
separated by God for the sake of service. In other words, to mediate that blessing to the whole world. Therefore, in the
Church, it is not surprising that you would find the best and the worst of humanity. But if this is true of Jerusalem, it is not
surprising that it is also true of the Jerusalem which becomes the Church.

But it’s not just the Church, because Jerusalem is also understood as an image, a metaphor of the individual soul. And this
is where you touch upon the moral understanding of Scripture. What am I to do? How am I to respond? So again, the soul
is understood as the place where God chooses to dwell. Not just in the community of the Church, as it were, out there and
around me, but also deep within me, in that deepest of deep places that we call the soul. That it’s there that God chooses to
dwell. And that’s why the soul is understood as a place of pilgrimage. Just
as you go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem, you have to go down into yourself
and find God there. Hear the voice of God there.

=T

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem is a pilgrimage into your own soul, there alone you
will find God, the God who chooses to dwell there, to make a home in the
human soul. The soul that is wounded, again, like Jerusalem, and like the

4 Church. But which also lives in hope of healing with the divine indwelling.
So, the wounded soul, the wounded city, the wounded church. But again,
§ made holy by the indwelling of God, until we reach that Heavenly Jerusa-




o Your Prayers are asked for all the sick, including: Rosena Stacey, Vivienne Lee, Tom Miller, Paul Casey,

’-;“ Linda Melling, Tilly Gee, Kathleen Ward, Clare Butler, Maureen MacDonald, Louie Baines, Margaret
McNiff, Elle Miller, Mark Duncan, Mary Ann Monaghan, Bernard Lawson, Mick Marshall, Carol Parkinson,
Margaret Lawler, Catherine Thompson, Pat Fishwick, Stephen Dilworth.

We pray for those who are housebound & for those who love & care for them.
Mary conceived without sin - Pray for us who have recourse to thee.

JOIN OUR PARISH 100 CLUB: Please take a SIGN UP FORM from the back of church. Numbers still available.

The Parish Centre is open during Sunday Masses, where toilets are easily accessible. §

CLEANING TEAMS FOR CHURCH AND SACRISTANS. A dedicated band of parishioners clean
the church each week—a holy service that is of benefit to us all! However, some time back there were two
teams and now there is just one, so a greater burden falls on the few. If there is anyone who could lend a
hand, you would be much welcomed. There is a sheet at the back of church to put down your contact de-
tails to be contacted by Margaret Hill, who can tell you more.

ALSQO: a helping hand with sacristy work would be a great help. Keeping the candles trimmed and polishing the thurible
as well as a host of other little jobs in service of the liturgy is more time consuming than you might think. Please speak
to Fr Simon if you would like to know more.

1 ¥ Although the Mass is at the very heart of our lived Faith, Devotions of all sorts are a wonderful way to allow the
J lord to come to us. Every Friday at 7pm. Confessions following at 7.30pm.

We have a new Facebook page.

Search Parish of St Mary & St Catherine.

Like us on
Facebook

Like & share our posts to get the word out on our great parish & parishioners!

REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASS.

All are welcome to come in for a cup of tea or coffee after Mass. Just come into the
Social Centre opposite the church and say hello!

WE STILL NEED EXTRA VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 10.30am MASS.

Act of Spiritual Communion. My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Nev-
er permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Spiritual communion is a practice that allows us to connect with God and express our longing for His presence, especial-
ly during times when we cannot attend Mass or receive the Eucharist. Many saints have emphasized the importance of
this prayer, as it fosters a deep spiritual relationship with Christ & helps maintain one's faith and devotion.

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 2027. Thank you to those who came to the meeting and others
unable to attend who have expressed an interest. We have a group of around 20 interested for a date to
be confirmed late September/early October 2027.

PILGRIM HOLIDAY TOP FRANCE. 13th—20th AUGUST 2026. 7 nights in Saint Pierre de Maillé in France.

An historic area in the heart of France, exploring history and Catholicism, staying in the Villa St Pierre, next to the River
Gartempe. Cost to be £700 per person. Younger children at a discount, travelling at £300 each.

Including transport, flights and most meals (with wine for the meals) and en-suite accommodation, entrance costs to at-
tractions & daily Mass.

Outward: Departing Manchester Airport Thursday 13th August. Return: from Limoges Airport 20th August.

OUTSTANDING BALANCES, INCLUDING LUGGAGE COSTS, PLEASE PAY THESE BY NEXT WEEK
13th JULY.  Payable to “St Mary’s Parish.”




EUXTON GALA:
A big
THANK YOU

to all who came along and to those who helped out.

BAPTISM: Through the washing away of Original Sin we welcome Pia Tavener into God’s Church
this Saturday. ——
May the grace of the Sacrament keep her and her family always faithful to the promises they make -
and enfolded in the Love of God’s family. :

CLOCK RESTORATION: THIS year marks the 150th anniversary of the installation of the clock & bell in the tower.

The clock face is severely weathered, the clock was last renovated in the late 1980°s. The company who service the
clock and bell have given me us cost for the work - taking it away and refinishing it properly to last for many years. It is
a highly specialized job, and if not done properly, the paint will not last. However, with the scaffolding that would be
needed, the cost would be around £20,000. We have raised some money through parish social events.

We now have parish donations of £10,000. We are still pur-
suing a grant from a charity that supports civic projects.

Euxton Parish Councill is offering a very generous grant of
£7,000.

So we are now in a position to move ahead.
We are now pursuing a final okay from Heritage bodies.

How wonderful that we have been able to gather these
funds outside usual parish giving, as we could not have oth-
erwise considered doing this work “for the permanent pub-
lic benefaction of the Township of Euxton”, as the com-
memorative plaque from the original donor, William Ince
Anderton, puts it.

ALTAR BOYS DAY
OUT: To thank our Seerv-
ers, we are planning a day
out on Wednesday 22nnd
July to go Ten-Pin-Bowling.
Can families let us know if
that date is suitable and if
they can attend. Thank you.

OUR PARISH SCHOOLS.

Much work goes on each week to build up the relation-

ships between our schools and our parish community, of

which they are a part. This week, a class from St Mary’s

Primary School visited the church to learn about the sign
& | and symbols in the church that teach us about Jesus and
' 'our Catholic Faith. Thank you to the Heads and teachers
( Y who put such a lot of effort into this.

Anyone interested in joining
our Servers Team, please
speak to Fr Simon.

Our High Schools are also a part of this. Thanks to those
from St Mary’s Leyland and Holy Cross, Chorley, who are
took part in the Euxton Gala this year.

CHURCH SIGNAGE:

.ﬁ,
The Parish Council at their last meeting discussed renewing the main sign on the corner for our church |,
to take into account our new parish designation. This is in hand. We would like to renew the sign but s mcron
keep the lovely frame made by a parishioner, Tony Hart, who went to God some years ago but his FMG
handiwork lives on). The woodwork frame is in need of some restoration: thank you to parishioners CHURCH
who have undertaken this work. Pictured, a possible version.

THOSE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC OR RETURN-
ING TO THE PRACTICE OF THE FAITH?

Our next meeting is at 7pm this Monday 6th July .




